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COMMISSION RELEASES RESULTS OF
DAM SAFETY INSPECTION

The International Boundary and Water Commission, United States and Mexico
(IBWC), jointly with its technical advisors from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Mexico’s National Water Commission, and Mexico’s Federal Electricity Commission,
have released the results of the recent Five-Year Safety of Dams Inspection for four
international dams located in the Rio Grande Basin.

The inspectors determined that all four dams are generally well maintained and
are currently capable of operating under normal conditions. The dams are also capable of
operating under flood conditions, with the exception of Retamal Dam where modification
of flood operating procedures is recommended.

The IBWC is firmly committed to complying with the recommendations of the
technical advisors and for this reason will conduct additional evaluation of areas of
concern and take additional necessary actions, subject to the availability of funding.

The reports present the technical advisors’ recommendations with respect to dam
safety, which the IBWC is currently working to address.

In evaluating the dams, the inspectors considered risk-based Dam Safety Action
Classes as follows:

DSAC | - URGENT AND COMPELLING (Unsafe)
DSAC Il - URGENT (Potentially Unsafe)

DSAC Il - HIGH PRIORITY (Conditionally Unsafe)
DSAC IV - PRIORITY (Marginally Safe)

DSAC V - NORMAL (Safe)

Based on the inspection, the experts have placed the IBWC dams in the following
classes:

Amistad Dam (DSAC 11) — Located near Del Rio, TX — Ciudad Acuiia,
Coahuila, the dam is used for water storage, flood control, and hydroelectric power. The
classification is based largely on naturally-occurring sinkholes, which have existed since
the dam was constructed, potentially affecting dam stability. The report recommends that
a panel of geotechnical consultants be convened to further evaluate and study the stability
of the dam foundation.




Falcon Dam (DSAC 111) - Located near Roma, TX-Nueva Ciudad Guerrero,
Tamaulipas, the dam is used for water storage, flood control, and hydroelectric power.
The classification is based on a past history of seepage during higher water levels. The
report recommends using current analytical methods to update the seepage and stability
analyses so that IBWC can confirm or change the DSAC and undertake any repairs that
may be needed.

Anzalduas Dam (DSAC 1V) — This diversion dam located near McAllen, TX-
Reynosa, Tamaulipas is used for flood control and to effect releases for downstream
water users in both countries. The inspectors made various recommendations for
maintenance and electrical upgrades, which are already underway. Additionally,
sediment and sandbars near the dam should be removed.

Retamal Dam (DSAC I11) — This diversion dam located near Donna, TX-Rio
Bravo, Tamaulipas is used for flood control. The classification is based on center gate
oscillation during flood events, which has caused problems in regulating flow and has the
potential to damage the gate and/or hoist components. The inspectors recommend that the
gate lifting system be replaced with a different type of system. Until that work is
accomplished, they recommend that flood operating procedures be modified to minimize
use of the center gate. They further recommend that a sandbar downstream of the dam be
removed.

The complete text of the Safety of Dams inspection reports is available online at:
| http://www.ibwc.state.gov/PAO/CURPRESS/2005/Dams.pdf.
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